English Language Arts
Who Am I?
Rachel  2006-2007


A Chapter in My Memoirs



For this project, you will be writing a chapter in your memoirs, a chapter about something that is important in your life.  Since we began our exploration of the above Essential Questions, we have done various personal writing to help us connect to the questions. Your personal writing has included spontaneous monologues; narratives about saying good-bye, a significant influence, and your “age”; a guided writing story; a sensory story; and a sensory poem. You all have moments that stick out in your minds, moments that will help you create wonderful chapters for your memoirs.  You will be writing about one of those moments and learning how to make your writing interesting. Ultimately, you will be sharing an excerpt in our first exhibition: The Book Project on Thursday, November 9th 2006.

Themes:

Your chapter must have a theme to help guide your writing as you explore aspects of one of the essential questions. The themes you may choose from are as follows:

· Community/Friends/Group Membership

· Future/Purposes/Actions/Choices

· Family/Culture/Home

· Inner self/Outer Self/ Appearance 

Your Assignment:
In your memoir you will be expected to do the following:

· Write an interesting lead or beginning

· Use detail to make your story interesting—baby steps, thoughtshots, and exploded moments (you’ll be learning about these)

· Write dialogue correctly (if you use it)

· Indent at paragraphs

· Use punctuation correctly

· Double check your spelling
Baby Steps / Exploding the moment
Baby steps are used to describe and action step by step—or baby step by baby step.  Babysteps give the reader meaningful details.  Another way of thinking about baby steps is called “Exploding the Moment.”  It’s when a moment is slowed way down—like in the movies. 

Example: It was 4:00 a.m. on a cold Saturday morning in January. We were  going to see my cousin take off to Massachussetts and then to   Saudi Arabia.  We were at the air base in Burlington, VT. When   my mom got in the door she started to cry.  I could feel the urge  to cry but I held it in. All my relatives were there.  Finally we went   into the big cold room where we would see him go.  Everyone was   crying, but I held it in.  I felt like a walking teddy bear because  I would walk over to someone and they would give me a hug, then   to another person and the same thing would happen…  

Thoughtshots

Thoughtshots are another way to include detail in your writing.  A thoughtshot allows the writer to pause and reflect on a particular event or a detail. For example, you could write “My mother always sat down in front of the television after dinner.”  But a thoughtshot would be far more interesting to read.
Example: I don’t know why my mother always sat down in front of the television after dinner.  Perhaps it was the only time she really had for herself.  My sister and I always  had to do the dishes.  My step-father usually went out to the garage to work on  the old Buick that he always thought he could get up and running someday.  Maybe Mom just liked being alone with her game show.  She always watched  Jeopardy with Alex Trebeck.  I think she thought Alex was handsome and smart…

Requirements
Your chapter memoir must meet the following requirements:

· 3 – 4 pages in length

· Use sensory and descriptive details to make it interesting

· Have a clear, interesting introduction, body, and conclusion

· Typed, double spaced, indented paragraphs

· 12 pt. font, Times New Roman 

· Edited for spelling and grammar (use spell-check and grammar-check functions in Word.)

· Printed out 

Timeline

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Completion Date

(Teacher must sign off each task)

	Work on themes
	
	

	Write introduction
	
	

	Brainstorm examples for body paragraphs
	
	

	Write Body
	
	

	Write conclusion
	
	

	Write rough draft
	
	

	Revise rough draft
	
	

	Turn in first draft (Typed)
	
	

	Revise first draft
	
	

	Turn in second draft (Revised and typed)
	
	


Essential Questions:


Who am I?


Where have I been?


Where am I going?





Memoir (noun) -- An account of one's personal life and experiences; autobiography.











